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(Concluded from last week.)
Dr. Ayer also asked, "Is the milk injured bychurning, or motion, in transportation ? My impres¬

sion has been that the carriage and disturbance were

injurious. "
The gentleman replied that the printed rules of the

Milk Association, posted in the barn or on the prem¬
ises of the farmer, require every milk can to be full
up to the stopper, so as to prevent all churning. It
's also required that the cow's bag shall be washed or

brushed before milking. The milk should be cooled
in another building from that in which the milking is
¿One, and should be kept in the stall no longer than
absolutely necessary after being drawn from the cow.
The cars used for the transportation of milk are placed
on regular passenger trucks, and ride as easy as pas¬
senger cars. The motion of the car does not affect
the milk at all. The wagons used for delivering the
milk after it arrives in Boston are made for that es¬
pecial purpose, and are set on two springs, and have
a peculiar rolling motion which does not shake the
milk. With all the care which can be exercised, the
milk is injured far more in being carried about for
distribution in the milk wagons after it arrives in
Boston than it is in being carried thirty, or even forty
miles by rail, liven if delivered in the best possible
condition, careless treatment after it is in the con¬
sumer's house will spoil it in half an hour. Often it
's placed where the temperature is raised to 60° or 70o
 F., when it at once sours, and the consumer blames
the milkman.

Dr. Barnes asked if it is possible to preserve milk
in good condition for seventy-two hours? to which it
was replied that this was perfectly possible. A cer¬
tain lot of milk was on one occasion missent, and for
nearly a week was lost. When recovered the milk
was in perfectly good condition in every way. The
firm which the speaker represents, not milk contract¬
ors but milk dealers, supplies the line of steamships
plying between Boston and Norfolk, Va. These
steamers always take milk from here the round trip,
as no supply can be depended upon in Norfolk. On
their arrival in Boston after the trip to Norfolk the
milk which is left over is always" found fresh and
sweet.

Dr. Buckingham stated that the quality of milk is
often materially affected by circumstances entirely in¬
dependent of the age of the milk or its transporta¬tion. As a matter of fact the inside of milk cans is
sometimes foul, and the corks sour. One way of
preventing this would be the use of glass, as proposed
by Dr. Morris. By this system, however, one would
get the milk of only one cow.in a glass, which would

be objectionable. The expense of this course, which
might be important, is a matter of which he knew
nothing.

Condensed milk having been brought into the dis¬
cussion, he thought that the Swiss condensed milk,
the only one ot which he has knowledge, contains a

great deal too much sugar to be a fit food for babies
or invalids.

In answer to a question about the opinion of the
Society as to the value of one cow's milk for babies,.
Dr. Buckingham said that the theory in giving one
cow's milk is to avoid variation in the quality of the
food. Milk from one cow does, however, vary some¬
what from day to day, and it is probable that the
mixture of the milk of several cows will vary less than
that of any one of them. This he knew to be the
opinion of several members of the Society. It is also-
the view that is gaining ground in Germany.

Dr. Harlow asked how many of the farmers prob¬
ably adulterated milk to any extent or in anyway be¬
fore sending it to the city.

In reply it was stated that such a thing was very
rarely done. Probably not over two per cent, of the
farmers attempt to tamper with milk in any way. It
would be fatal to their interests to do so, as the milk
from such dairies would not be accepted by the con¬
tractor nor allowed to go out. The principal adul¬
terators are a set of dealers who supply milk for a
minimum price, and in this way build up a large trade-
in order to sell out. A well established milk route
has a considerable commercial value. Unscrupulous
men often build up a business in this way, and then
sell the route to other parties.

Dr. E. T. Eastman stated that housekeepers often
accuse the milkman unjustly. In a case known to
him the servant was in the habit of taking off a por¬
tion from the top of the can, and supplying the defi¬
ciency with water, and the housekeeper complained
that the milkman was delivering adulterated milk.
This source of deterioration in the milk supplied to
families is often forgotten, and the milkman is charged
with adulteration.

In reply to the question how the supply of cream
is obtained which is sold for table use al an advanced
price, it was stated that the surplus of each day's
milk was passed through a machine called the " sep¬
arator," which removes the cream and leaves a pure
skimmed milk which is sold to bakers, to families
for domestic use, and for feeding to pigs. Another
method of obtaining cream is also regularly followed.
Each day cans of milk fresh from the dairy are

poured into large receivers which are surrounded with
ice, and are left undisturbed for twenty-two hours.
At the end of this time it is skimmed with a conical'
skimmer, and about ten per cent, of cream obtained,
which is the average amount in good milk.

Dr. Edes asked how the milkmen are sure of the
quality of milk which they supply to their customers.

The reply was made that the quality of the milk is.
examined each day, and sometimes a favorite dairy
will be found unfit for use, and will be rejected, and
a supply from some other source obtained in its
place. Suspicion was recently aroused in respect to
a dairy, and on "setting" the milk it was found to-
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yield only six per cent, of cream. The milk from a

neighboring dairy was also "set," and yielded fifteen
per cent, of cream. Consumers would hardly have
been satisfied if this milk had been delivered to them
in glass jars sealed in the country, though they could
not then accuse the milkman of tampering with it.
Often the milk from a reliable dairy will be found
sour, and, of course, must be rejected, and used for
butter. The quality of the milk also depends on
the food of the cow. Brewers' grains are not con¬
sidered an unhealthy nutriment for cows, but the
milk is thin and white.

In reply to a question by Dr. White as to how
many cows are represented in one can of milk, it was
stated that rarely would one can contain the milk of
more than two cows. The farmer milks the cows in
succession, and as soon as each cow is milked the
milk is strained into the cans, which are successively
filled and at once placed in water to cool. After ar¬

riving in the city the milk is mixed, and is then
drawn into the service cans for distribution.

Dr. Bundy said that he had witnessed the operation
of "mixing," and had seen water added in consid¬
erable quantities previous to filling the service cans
for families.

Dr. Davenport asked if the milkmen consider the
required standard too high? The reply was made
that the milkmen in general know nothing about the
standard, and but little about milk regulations or
milk laws, but studiously endeavor to avoid the pen¬
alties.

The statement has been made that the cream sold
by milkmen was obtained from creameries, as it was
impossible to obtain good cream from the tops of
their cans. Mr. Abbott stated that in his earlier ex¬

perience as a milkman he found no difficulty in get¬
ting a large share of the cream, the motion of the
cars was so slight, and the sudden cooling with ice
caused the cream to rise so that most of the cans have
a heavy cream on them when reaching the city.
Those that did not could be iced and kept over, as
nearly every milkman carries a surplus.

Dr. Barnes stated that the Milk Inspector, in speak¬
ing of the arduous duties of his office, said that if the
city would furnish him with a team he could accom¬

plish much more. Mr. Abbott produced the Milk
Inspector's report for the year ending March 21, 1883,
.showing that the number of visits made and samples
inspected was 1,153, or> allowing 300 working days,
would be less than four per day, which Mr. Abbott
thought, with our system of horse cars and good side¬
walks, would not be a very laborious work for an
able-bodied man. Our Milk Inspector receives
$r,8oo per year, and has a clerk at $500, making
$2,300 ; divide this by 1,153, and it will be seen that
it costs the city of Boston nearly $2 apiece for every
sample of milk inspected. To this must be added
#140 for analysis in fourteen cases, as a result of
which thirteen persons were prosecuted and twelve
•convicted. In looking further, we find that at that
date 860 store-keepers or retail dealers have been li¬
censed. Is it possible that only that number of store¬
keepers in Boston have heard that there is a milk law?

i Such being the case, it is not to be wondered that the

milk-dealers speak with contempt of the Milk In¬
spector and his office.

Dr. Marcy remarked that we should not forget that
in the plan for furnishing milk as described and prac¬
ticed by Dr. Morris, all chances of contamination ot
the milk from dirty vessels, all manipulation by m'O"
dlemen, and all abstraction by servants after the tali»
has been delivered is prevented. The most of the
objections urged against milk as now supplied, would
at once be removed There seems to be no good
reason why a plan which can be carried on in Phi'"'
delphia to the satisfaction of the consumer, and at a

fair profit to the projector, might not work equal')'
well in Boston.

Dr. Blodgett remarked that a part of the responsi¬
bility for adulterated milk undoubtedly rests upon
the people consuming it. Very few people in the
city know how pure milk looks, and expect a rich
yellow milk at all times of the year and under all
circumstances. Cow's milk is not all yellow, nor Is
it always yellow. The farmers endeavor to secure
cows which will yield large amounts of milk, but the
color is olten very pale. The farmer gets three and
a quarter cents a quart for milk, and he tries to get
the largest possible amount from the cows. A farine'
cannot furnish Jersey milk for three and a quarter
cents per quart. If people demand a quality in mills
which does not belong to it there are no doubt man)'
milkmen who are willing to furnish it of any desired
color ; and thus the consumer unconsciously en¬

courages adulteration.
Dr. Blodgett further stated that he had made some

attempts to ascertain the methods employed in the
handling of milk, and that he had seen and heard
much which ivas new and interesting to him, and was
particularly struck by the courtesy and freedom with
which he had invariably been allowed to make an)'
investigations or pursue any inquiries he thought de¬
sirable. He thought that the members of the Section
would be favorably impressed with the care and scru¬
pulous attention to cleanliness which are observed m
all the operations to which milk is subjected in tran¬
sit and until it is delivered to the milkmen for dis¬
tribution. Of course all this does not in any way
prevent these persons from adulterating it before the)'
deliver it. But there seems to be no systematic adul¬
teration, as we have too often been led to suppose.
A visit to the large milk depots is calculated to in¬
spire a greater degree of confidence in the quality of
the milk supply than exists at present in the minds of
the majority of consumers.

Dr. H. I. Bowditch then presented the following
resolution :

Resolved, That the chairman be requested to ap¬
point a committee of five, whose duty shall be to re¬

port upon the whole subject of the providing of milk
for Boston, and suggest the means for obtaining it
pure for the citizens.

The resolution was unanimously passed, and in ac¬
cordance with its requirements the following com¬
mittee was appointed : Dr. H. O. Marcy, chairman,
Dr. A. N. Blodgett, Dr. E. W. Cashing, Dr. H. J.
Barnes, Mr. L. F. Abbott.

On motion of Dr. Blodgett, the thanks of the Sec-
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hon were tendered to the members of the Milk Pro-
Ql'tcrs Association for the important information
)Vr>ich they have placed at the disposal of the Section
'n regard to the source, treatment, and adulterations
01 the milk supplied to the citizens of Boston.

The second paper of the evening was entitled
HE Milk supply of boston, and the benefit to

BE derived from the spaying of cows,
"y Mr. Lloyd F. Abbott, a former milk producera"d dealer. The paper was read by Dr. G. E. Me-
cUen, w]10 described the process as follows:

—As regards the spaying of cows there is little dan-
8er if properly done, and the mortality should not
exceed one per cent.

Operation. An incision is made in the flank of
'he cow, left side preferred, as being handier for the
operator, about four inches long, through the skin,'hen the muscles and fascia are cut, and the perito-j^iim divided, using the finger as a director. The
'and is then introduced and carried upwards and
ptkwards until the uterus is reached, when, by fol-
'owing the horn outwards, we find the ovary, and
eiiiove it with the thumb-nail or ècraseur ; this can
e held by the two last fingers of the hand, and
earch made for the other ovary, and when found re-
loved in the same manner ; when the arm and hand
are withdrawn and the wound stitched by the inter»
"pted suture passing through all tissues except the

Peritonaiiun. During the whole operation a 20 perCer>t. solution of carbolic acid is used with the steam
atomizer, the hands and side of the animal being
'oroughly washed in the same solution. The hair

jfhould be clipped from the flank before incision.
*j*e pain from the operation is slight, the cow strug-ohiig only during the cutting of the skin, which does
^°t take more than two or three seconds, and againCuring the sewing at the end of the operation. The
tatter is the most difficult part of the whole operarl0", as cow-hide in its undressed condition is very
°"gh. While the arm and hand are within thebellythe cow the animal really seems to enjoy it, acting's a dog does when one rubs his head.

 ^ Die advantages from this operation are set forth in
^ "•Abbott's paper, and I will merely call special at-
er>tion to a few of the most important. First, the
Piantity at a milking is increased, and a great in¬
case takes place in the yearly yield of a cow. As to
lle milk itself, its quality is improved, the fat and
"gar are increased, and although I did not keep a

£cord of the examination of specimens of milk from
nel>e spayed cows before and after'the operations (ex-''Tuning only for my own information, not expecting0 have occasion to refer to figures again), 1 think
lat) judging from the large number of milk analysis.'lat have been made, I would be supported in claim-

.nS that where fat and sugar are increased casein is
increased. Now this milk will be of the same qual-
v day after day, unless the cow has some acute dis-

Sase, provided she is properly fed and attended to.
if over-fed she is apt to fatten, and fall off in the
Quantity of milk, as a spayed cow, like any animal
J?°prived of the reproductive organs, is quite easy to
atten, thus adding to her value as beef. By this

Operation all the danger of abortion, post-partum
hsemorrage, accidents during heat, while with the
bull, and calving are eliminated. The bad breedingand small cows may be made good milk-producers,
and easily fattened for market. But I suppose the
greatest advantage of all is the escape of the periodi¬
cal change occurring in the milk of the unspayed
cows every three or four weeks, and lasting a day or
two.

Cows are extensively spayed in Texas when young,
simply for the purpose of making good beef cattle, the
butchers at Brighton abattoir being well aware of the
fact. Before operating I visited the abattoir several
times for the purpose of becoming acquainted with
this anatomy of the cow, and an inquiry at the vari¬
ous slaughter-houses " if they were going to kill a
cow" would receive the answer "yes." On the cow

being opened I would find only a rudimentary uterus
and no ovaries. After examining several I asked the
butcher "where the ovaries were." He informed me
that they had been removed when the animal was

young, and showed me the scar in the hide. The
way he had of finding it was that the tissues were all
fused together, it requiring care to separate the hide,
and the use of the knife, while only his hand was

necessary in other parts. It seems to me that this is
proof that the operation is a safe one, for the stock-
raiser would not run the risk of losing young cattle
just for the sake of increasing the weight of a few.

There are two facts which are of interest to us as

physicians, namely, first, for two or three days after
the operation the flow of milk is reduced to almost
nothing. I suppose this is due to the congestion of
the broad ligament and tubes. Second, in one case
operated on, miscarriage followed ten days after the
operation, the calf being macerated so that the hair
and skin readily peeled off.

I was present at the spaying of five cows by a vet¬
erinary surgeon in which the operation was done
through an incision in the posterior and lateral side
of the vagina, the surgeon using a speculum to fix the
uterus and distend the vagina, then cutting and intro¬
ducing the hand with an écraseur, and having en¬

gaged the ovary, removing it and the other through
the same opening, the result being left to nature.
From the slight observation I have had as yet, I
would favor the flank operation.

Dr. James R. Chadwick said : I was called upon
by Mr. Abbott to operate for him in one of his early
cases. I did not find that my previous experience
with the human species was of any material aid in the
operation upon cows. I can testify that the operation
appeared to give the cow but little pain, and only
during the incision through the integument and its
subsequent suture. The cow seemed to be chiefly af¬
fected by alarm at having her head and legs securely
bound with ropes, but this no more than equaled our
fear lest she would break loose during the operationand strike out. I was surprised on making the in¬
cision through the flank to find all further progress
apparently barred by one of the stomachs; the hand
was, however, easily passed between this and the ab¬
dominal wall into the pelvis, where the two ovaries
were successively seized and torn off by the thumb
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nail. But slight haemorrhage resulted. The only
real difficulty of the operation was in perforating the
hide with a needle to close the integumental incision.
This is readily appreciated by considering the diffi¬
culty that would be experienced in trying to sew up
-a rent in a cowhide boot. Waring assured me last
year that the effect of spaying cows had been of great
benefit in promoting lactation, and that the mortali¬
ty was no greater than five or six deaths in a thousand
 operations.

Dr. Gilbert, of Dorchester, who has also witnessed
the operation, said that the cow seemed to suffer no

great pain, excepting when the outside skin was be¬
ing cut, and when the stitches were inserted, at the
close of the operation. The risk and discomfort of
ether are much greater than the pain of the operation.

Dr. Mecuen stated that one cow from which the
ovaries were removed has produced milk continuously
for eleven years, and in this entire period has fallen
off only three pints. Dr. Brush claims that the
amount of milk will remain the same during the life
of the animal. The carbolic spray was employed in
all cases except the first one. On opening the peri¬
tonaeum the air rushes into the abdominal cavity, but
seems to produce no injurious effects. Both ovaries
are removed at once. No dressing other than some
substance to protect from flies, etc., is necessary, and
the wound is entirely healed by first intention in
about a week. The animal should be kept on low
diet for a day or two, but in three or four clays is al¬
lowed to run in the pasture as usual. In one case the
cow was Jive months pregnant. The operation pro¬
duced a miscarriage at the end of ten days. The
fruit was macerated. After spaying, the only condi¬
tion which will cause the quantity or quality of the
milk to undergo variation, is sickness of the animal.

Dr. E. W. dishing stated that there is always an
infant in his house. He has used the milk from a

spayed cow for more than a year, and finds it to be a

good product and of uniform quality. New milk
{after calving) is not good for children, and the milk
during menstruation is not wholesome for an infant.
Cows and women are much alike in this respect. The
milk taken from a pregnant cow is unwholesome for
a delicate person, and no mother thinks of nursing
her child after she has again become with child.
Milk as we obtain it is often neither natural nor

healthy, for no animal in a natural condition gives
milk while she is carrying her young.

On motion of Dr. Marcy, a vote of thanks was
tendered Mr. Abbott for his description of a safe op¬
eration, whereby the quality of milk supply may be
materially improved and its quantity rendered con-
.stant for many years.

Adjourned at n o'clock.

OBSTETRICAL SOCIETY OF PHILADELPHIA.

Stated meeting, Thursday, April 3, 1884. The
President, R. A. Cleemann, m.d., in the chair. Dr.
•Cleemann made some remarks on the subject of

DIGITAL DILATATION OF THE OS UTERI DURING
LAHOR.

He had been taught not to dilate or stretch the os

uteri with the finger, and for years this early teach¬
ing deterred him from making any attempt to sup¬
plement the contractile powers of the uterus by
assisting in the process of dilating the os. Some
time since he was called to attend a prim i para. The
waters had been discharged the previous day. 'I he
pains had continued, but the os uteri was very small
and the cervical rim hard and unyielding. He felt
called upon to interfere actively, and tried to dilate
the os with his finger. It softened rapidly, and "'

half an hour was sufficiently dilated to allow the head
to pass, and delivery rapidly followed. Since that
occasion he has tried the same procedure in several
cases, and always with gratifying results, the la¬
bors being brought to rapid terminations where
previously hours had been wasted in weary and pain*
¡ill waiting.

The irritable condition of the os which had bee"
lectured upon as the consequence of such interfer¬
ence has not been experienced; no injury has resulted
in any case. The soft finger can do no more harm,
if clean, than a Barnes' or other form of dilator,
and there is no danger, as in the case of the latter,
of pushing the head aside and converting a vertex
into a shoulder or other faulty presentation.

Dr. W. T. Taylor, since he had dared to deviate
from the teaching of Professor Hodge, had used h's
finger to assist the dilatation of the os. He did not
do so if the cervix was irritable or its edge wiry.

Dr. Githens had practiced digital dilatation of the
os uteri throughout his obstetrical practice, a period
of eighteen years. He does not confine it to any
class of cases, nor does he wait until after the mem¬
branes are ruptured. In any or all cases he finds that
a "pain" is accompanied by a contraction of
the circular muscular fibers of the • cervix,
as well as by a contraction of the longi¬
tudinal fibers of the body of the uterus. The
contraction of the circular fibers retards the progress
of the labor. The intention of the digital distension
is to paralyze these circular fibers and thus favor the
dilatation of the os. In practice this effect is rapidly
produced. One or two fingers are swept around the
inside of the cervix, the pulp of the finger being next
the cervix, and the latter is pulled away from the
head. This operation is kept up during the interval
between pains ; when the pain occurs the finger lS
withdrawn, and the operation is repeated in the next
interval. The membranes are not ruptured by tins
process. The irritable condition of the os, if such
exists, is subdued. If the rim of the cervix is wit)'
and thin, or hard and thick, it softens and yields.
The cervix and vagina, if hot and unyielding, at first
become cool and pliant; cervical tears are almost
entirely avoided, and the time, pain and exhaustion
of the labor are reduced to a minimum. The process
is useful in every case of labor throughout the first
stage.

Dr. Philip M. Schiedt practices digital dilatation
largely. His patients say they recognize the assist¬
ance it gives them, and in subsequent labors ask the
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doctor to help them. By the great shortening of
die first stage of labor resulting from this method the
fse of the forceps is frequently avoided.

Dr. Parvin would be sorry to see digital dilatation
adopted as a rule for all cases. He thinks it shortens
labor by increasing the uterine contractions, and not
by dilating the os. Voluntary efforts at bearing
down are not needed during the first stage ; they are
dangerous rather than helpful. The method may be
useful in some cases after the rupture of the mem¬
branes, which is the natural dilating agent. There
is also danger of septicaemia from germs on the fingers.
He does not think the fingers so good a dilator as
"arnes' dilator, because they do not press equally on
all sides of the os, but only on one point at a time,
and thus cause an unequal thinning with danger of
laceration. He thought the danger of a change ot
presentation by the use of Barnes' dilator very slight.
He would prefer a mechanical dilator to the finger
Whenever dilatation was necessary, but thought some¬

thing ought to be left to nature. Any sort of inter¬
ference carries a possibility of danger.

Dr. Elliott Richardson thought there was a possi¬ble danger of rupturing the membranes. Our au¬
thorities caution us about the introduction of the
finger into the uterus, and the too early rupture of the
membranes.

Dr. Harris remarked that one point had been over¬
looked. Why does the os not dilate easily when the
head is the dilating agent? It is because it isa round
surface over which the cervix does not slide easily.
On the contrary, the finger is applied at successive
Points. One benefit of the method is that any change
°r danger is at once detected. The method should
"ot be used indiscriminately, and we should not in¬
terfere unnecessarily.
.

Dr. Cleemann would not recommend the method
hi every case of labor, lie has resorted to it in
cases where there has been early rupture of the mem¬
branes, and the assistance of the bag of waters has
heen lost. In a recent case he had saved a patient¡lours of suffering, and the os was not bruised or in¬
jured in any way. The sight of any instrument
causes the patient much anxiety, and the exhibition of
'be Barnes dilator, and the water, syringe, etc.,
cause nervous excitement. The bags sometimes
burst, and thus give the patienta terrible shock, with
'he added discomfort of the escaping water or air.
He has always carried them, but does not like to use
them.

exanthematous disorders in the puerperal
STATE.

Dr. Parvin had recently an experience of the in¬
vasion of measles and scarlet fever in the obstetric
}vard of the Philadelphia Hospital. In the first case
111 which measles occurred, he did not think that the
hill term of pregnancy had been reached. Authori¬
ties state that premature labor is usually caused, a re¬
sult of the high temperature of the exanthematous
fever. One patient had septicaemia in addition, but
recovered. The infants were not affected. In one

case, soon after labor, the temperature rose to 103°,
and the patient was sent to the fever ward. At the

second visit a slight rash was observed, which subse¬
quently proved to be scarlatina. Desquamation was

very abundant ; albuminuria was very marked on the
tenth day ; rheumatic pains were also felt. The pa¬
tient recovered. The child remained well. Chil¬
dren have been born with the measles, but he did not
know of such an experience with scarlet fever.

Dr. W. T. Taylor, some 15 or 20 years ago, had
reported in American Journal Medical Sciences, 1853,
a case of congenital small-pox. The mother had
some febrile symptoms and pain in the back, and the
child had the disease, being marked with pits. He
had a case of scarlet fever in a mother two days after
labor. It proved fatal in two days. The child
lived.

Dr. Harris remarked that in the reports of the Ro¬
tunda Maternity Hospital, in Dublin, are a number
of interesting reports on complications of the puer¬
peral period by exanthematous fevers. Their mor¬

tality has been very materially influenced by these ep¬
idemics. Erysipelas is the most interesting and most
fatal of these complications. In some cases it resem¬
bles septic poisoning. W. H. H. Githens,

Secretary. '

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

London, March, 1884.
Some of your readers who have been present

at the annual meetings of the British Med-
ical Association, may have noticed Dr. Price,
of South Wales, who considers himself the
nineteenth century representative of the ancient
Druids; he always dressed in green trousers and a
sort of white smock coat, with a fox's skin by way of
head covering. It appears cremation was the Druid-
ical means of disposing of the dead. Some weeks
ago the neighborhood of Dr. Price's residence was
startled one evening by the reflection of a fire on a

hill-top near. Upon closer investigation it appeared
the doctor was engaged burning the body of his child
in a cask of petroleum. After a scene of excitement
the charred remains were rescued, and eventually the
exponent of Druidism was arraigned before Lord
Justice Stephen at the winter assizes at Cardiff. His
lordship, after discussing at length the disposal of
dead in ancient Europe, ruled that there was no law,
old or modern, that rendered the burning of a body
illegal, provided it be done in such a manner as to
cause no nuisance. The ruling in this case will, no

doubt, give impetus to those who are advocates of
cremation in this island.

In the last report sent by the German cholera com¬

mission, who have gone from Egypt to Calcutta, it is
stated Dr. Koch has really discovered a special chol¬
era bacillus, and that he found the water supplied to
some patients was teeming with bacilli identical with
those found in cholera subjects. Professor Colin,
writing to one of our journals from Breslau, calls at¬
tention to the circumstance that just 200 years ago
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